
 

 

 

 

MEDIA INFORMATION 

Video footage available (A-Roll and B-Roll). Please call for more access details. 
 

Tuesday, 6 October 2020 

RESULTS OF FIRST WORLD RISK POLL ANNOUNCED 

Global Version 

Governments in 25 per cent of countries are not trusted to provide safe food, 

water and power. 

A new poll has revealed that governments across the world are failing to win the confidence of their 

populations in the provision of critical basic infrastructure including food, water and power. These 

findings are revealed in the Lloyd’s Register Foundation World Risk Poll, the first global study of 

worry and risk across the world. The poll was conducted by Gallup as part of its World Poll and is 

based on over 150,000 interview in 142 countries including places where little or no official data 

exists and yet where reported risks are often high. 

Government Safety Performance Index (GSPI) 

Governments in every country use a wide range of regulations, laws or codes to help keep people 
safe. The World Risk Poll survey includes three questions that ask people whether they think their 
governments are doing a good job of keeping them safe in three key areas: food safety, water safety 
and safety of powerlines – a measure of critical infrastructure -  in the areas where they live.  

The combined responses to these three questions have been used to create the World Risk Poll 
Government Safety Performance Index (GSPI). The higher the score on this measure, the more 
people thought their respective governments are doing a good job keeping their food, water and 
critical infrastructure safe. 

Twenty-nine counties registered a GSPI score of 75 or higher, suggesting most people living in these 
countries approve of their government’s performance on critical infrastructure. 

The most trusted governments in the world on critical infrastructure are Singapore, the United Arab 

Emirates, Bahrain and the Philippines.  

The World Risk Poll also reveals that 35 countries displayed very low levels of confidence in their 

governments on critical infrastructure. Globally, the four least trusted governments are Yemen, 

Afghanistan, Lebanon and Iraq. 

Overall high-income countries tend to have a higher level of trust in their governments than low 

economy countries. Whilst the country’s economic, social, cultural and political climate all play a 



significant role, individual characteristics such as education levels, gender and feelings about 

household income contribute to perceptions of how likely their government is to keep them safe. 

Dr Sarah Cumbers, Director of Evidence and Insight, Lloyd’s Register Foundation, said " Governments 

have a responsibility to create safe environments for the people they represent. What is clear is that 

the populations of far too many countries do not trust those in power to fulfil this key role. 

“In any situation where people need to make decisions about their safety, the sources of 

information they trust are critical. If people hear multiple competing narratives, they are 

disempowered and may not take decisions that keep them safe.  

“In many cases governments need to be more nuanced about the way they communicate vital 

information, using trusted sources such as medical professionals and celebrities, instead of relying 

on existing official channels.”  

Ends 

 

 Notes to editors: 

About the World Risk Poll 

The Lloyd’s Register Foundation World Risk Poll, conducted by Gallup as part of its World Poll, is the 

first global study of worry and risk across the world.   

The research provides the first ever worldwide view of the risks people face, based on interviews 

with over 150,000 people in 142 countries, including places where little or no official data exists yet 

where reported risks are often high. 

Understanding how people think about risk will allow businesses, NGOs, regulators, researchers and 

policy makers to take action to save lives and make people feel safer. 

About the Lloyd’s Register Foundation 

Lloyd’s Register Foundation is an independent global charity that supports research, innovation, and 

education to make the world a safer place. Its mission is to use the best evidence and insight, such as 

the World Risk Poll, to help the global community focus on tackling the world’s most pressing safety 

and risk challenges.  

 

www.lrfoundation.org.uk   

 

For the full Lloyd’s Register Foundation World Risk Poll report:  

lrfworldriskpoll.com 
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